"Bowerwood House"
St Botolph's Road,
SEVENOAKS, Kent,

April Sth, 53,
Dear ¥Mr Racey,

First 1y may T say how glad I am that you are better, Thank
gou very Jfmehh for the fourteen nice skins just arrived; I am pleased
to have ther 211, T will ¢ry the rmethod of relaxing, but unfortunately
v hove a difficulty here in getting a high pgrade petrel which Is colour-
legs, hut T presume that benzene wovld serve as well. Ts there not a good
deal of risk re the possibility of firve this way. Actuvally I tried a fresh
Kittiwake by the methnd with s pvetrel colcuerd red; it all came out-quite
well but I would hesitate to uss & coloyred p@tral on ﬁnyttlng gool, Thin
particuvisr bird was stale and very dir*y angd I di6 not much mind trying
an sxporiment, Tt was a bird found here 1in our délistriet etharwiae I
shonld not have treubled to ppeserve it atall

I hawlooked out some skins for-you during the psgt couple ef
days, these include T Buteo butes bhutes ad, this is 28 you dovhtless
know 2 verv-variable species, snd the one I am sending you iz a rather
light phase,
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Thése T will decpatch 1mmediately after the Eastar halldnydf
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I do not:think I shall need the Amerééan reoresentative of
Buigg buteo 28 accomodztion Tor the larpger shins 1§ necessarily restrice
T w s particularly pleasoec to get the geries of Redpolls and would
be very glad to have even g few move %5 gsome of my seriles of this spec-
jies is made up of rather poor materia

We are well away tmm the flood area, but in actual fact I,

both my song and my elder son's Flancees, Pamela Larter Braine got off
the Island of Shappe{ just two hours b@fcru the road was cut, W@ did not
realise what waz coming although well aware that the north-wester which
was blowling had exceed anything wve had previously experienced, That day
wag the lo8t one off the season for duck so we naturally went out, We had

pretty good flight too but nothing very remarkable, only common spece
les, 1 had my Tirst shot ever at geese in my Home County four White=-
fronts but unfortunately just too far to do the brick althousgh one could
hear the shot rattle ur sgainst theu,

Davld has row joined- to do the two years National Ser vice
as a lMedical Officar in the R.A. He 1is moving Heaven and earth to- 5ot
abroad to the Middle East, its the bats and rats etc etc he's after!

Pleace excuese more for thw time belhg; I shall hope to hear
good news 6f you ere long, and sincerely hope you will like the skins
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