| "Bowerwood House" >
Dear lir Racey, Sevenoaks, Kent.

T am afraid I have becn a sémewhat long XXmerch 18, 52,
time in acknowledging the safe receipt of the box canta&ning_the
eight nice skins, I am very pleased to get these ra rticularly those
new to my collection,

The delay in writing you earlier is due to the fact that I
have been inordinately busy beth in the practice, as well as in other
directions, The work on tha book has demanded a good deal of time, but
now that I have at last reached page proof stage things are a blt light-
er, though there is yet a good deal to do before 1t 1s off my hands,

In adcdition to thiz I have had one or two committments v ich have nee
cessitated my expending a bit of time on preparation, This afternoon 1
hadi the nrivelese and pleasure of opening the new Biré Room of the Malds
stone luseum, which had had the good fortune te be glven the magnificen!
collection pot tosether by a Trisnd of mine, Vr Guy Mannering: he 1s no
a bit over 80 years old and has put in & iife time of work, running all
the hazards whish now eonfront anyone vha-cocllects birds! Fractlually
every specimen was shot and gt up by him, Next Tuesday I have a lecture
to gilve at Folicotone Lo a CGirls School, the nenalty paid for coveting ¢
pair of Greonland Falcons, once in the Tomrnay collection. They are

now here, but 1t ras meaﬂt my glving up sometime to the preparstion

of a biray talk?

Anywey T bave now ¥iEk locked out the Cfollowing fourteen specle
mene and packed them vp, though yet have to find & wooden 1id for the
box., You should £ind the following birdcie
ad.é¢ ¢ and imn, ¢ Coghawk: ¢ Blttermy ¢ Quaily ¢ Jack Snipe; & Great
Snipes; & ¢ Little Crebe; the Turnstone, ine uvertantlv QHFi*fﬂﬁ {rom
my 1last consignment to youy ¢ Corn=Crake; ¢ wnfer-Q9*l~ md ad Hoo=
noe, I have loocked out &g recent ap@clmﬁnﬁ a8 I could spare, ™ut one
or twe not recent, Mt nevertheless good specimens and I Jope you will
11ke them, Also tavm reitrel, & ad,

Some ‘of th e EpﬁGiPE meritioned in vour 1igt 1 shall find it dife
ficult to et Y'm asfreid, but w111 send your wvhat [ can fror time %o |
time. I shall presentl ba secing what Anatfdae I may have to spares
1 ean certaiﬁl find t¥ followings- Shald-Nuck, Golqanaya ant¢ possibly
a female Smew, thouyh prolmbly nct a very bz'iu}"t. ore, 1'11l bear some
of the otreorg in nind ih case I pet spurps later, MHave not yet had the
Cormorsnt drtve but, hope to hbefore long, Blould then get a grol éXs
ample of ™ lacrocorax t&gﬁg gjnﬂLﬂta; I have an adult female here
vhich wgs cent Lorme but it has nol aosumed much of the sunney dress
yat Tehave fount %thils fora a pretty coummon bird in Kentlsh waters,
and have geveral speelmerns Lut none of them full plumaged Lirds, It
is in erder to sort nut thﬁ raélatlive pravalance of the two [ormsa that
we have been planning a “"naval vceecasion" in the Vedway area, but
"eperation cormorant” has not sc far been datad finally)

n thie country we arc over run with the speclies Blrd-Watcher,
and the acqulasitlion of speclimens hecoires mofa and more difficult one
way and anﬂthﬁr; There is no racngnisau policey in conncctlon with cole
lecting, and 1t 1is all"agin the law", There is also every prospect of
- shortening up the official cduek shboting season to make it commence in
Septewber or sven October; so that the shooling of shore specles be-
comes aven more difficult, Many interesting birds appear as early as
the last week-in July, and Auguat and September wire always good months
for the coast. I suppose you do'nt suffer such restrictive efforts in




Canada?

A friend of mine Porrer, who made a Iine eol,ﬁatlﬂn mh¢eh iﬂ now
Jn the Zoological lusewn, Canbrldge Unlverslly, lives at Cley in Norfolk,
rvhich a8 you know is » famoue Dbird resort, especially in migration time,
There ls exlots as_a sort of astraclsed person, and as there are mmy of
the aamimntaimt.?amrgst nmlt.ho]agisu‘ particularly of the fair 80X,
“he finds life somewhat trying, as some wo'nt oven extend & civil "good
morning™to him zs hée passos! Nevertheless they like Lo know what & Pece

“tar;; Sandplper looxs like at ﬂloaa qmrtem, mme they s2e one on the
shore,

€

woll I thdnk that that is aanut 2.1l the news at oresent,

Fopa you are {1t anu llaurhﬁhiﬂ&, and that you will
‘have. mueh of ornitho Lag cal interest,

%

Felieve me, with kindesi regards,
- Yours very sincerely,

o,y

o "

P.B. 1 hape to have the-bex afi ta yﬁu dnring tha latt&r part af‘ths
week oi am‘-‘ls next week,



